CHAPTER I
BRUSSELS-ANTWERP

ON the 2nd August, 1914, the first conference of the
commander of the First Army with Generalmajor von
Kuhl took place. The latter had been appointed his
Chief of the Staff; he was formerly employed as Quarter-
master-General in the " western section " of the Great
General Staff at Berlin, He left the same day for
Stettin, which was the place of assembly for First Army
Headquarters, and the Army Commander followed the
next day. On the 4th August the preliminary con-
ferences between the Chief of the Staff and the Deputy
Chief of the Staff with regard to the genergj-^dfc of
the First Army Staff were concluded with complete
unanimity. As the right ilank of the German Armies
in the west, the First Army had a most important part
to play in the execution of a wide movement, probably
of an enormous wheel through Belgium and Artois and
perhaps into Picardy. It was evident that large tracts
of country would have to be traversed with heavy
fighting, and that many obstacles would have to be
overcome. Rapidity of movement would be the primary
condition of success in attaining the ultimate objective,
which was to disperse first the Belgian Army, then the
British Expeditionary Force, and finally to fall on the
French Armies.

At the outset the order of battle of the First Army
included the IL, III., and IV. Corps, the III. and IV,
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